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FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


LETTER I. 


To the Rev. Henry Ware, D. D. 
Hollis Professor of Divinity in the University at 
hii ts Cambridge. 

Rey. Sir, 
_ When I wrote my former letter, { found many 
things crowding into my mind, arising from re- 
flecting on your arguments, but | then thought 
it best to add no more. But further considera- 
tion has satisfied me that some further notice of 
your reasoning against the orthodox creed may 
-be serviceable. 

As I chose. a subject. for my former letter, 

concerning which I was led to fault your rea- 
soning, | am now disposed to notice one, found 
on pp. 59, 60, in which I fully agree with you. 
In order to direct the force of reasoning, which 
arises from a universal sense of right and wrong, 
which our Creator has given us, against ihe. par- 
tial creed of election and reprobation, as held 
by the orthodox, you very justly state as fol- 
lows: i 

“Now, as God is the Author of our being, and as that 


portion of reason, which we have, was given us by him 


for our guide, it is certainly very remarkable, and what we 
should not expect, that instead of indicating io us truly his 


character, and dispositions, and purposes, so far as it gives | 


us any information, it should universally mislead us respect- 
ingthem. Following the light of our reason, and the nat- 
ural impulse of our feelings, we find it impossible to im- 
agine, that the Author of our being, the common Parent 
of all, can regard and treat his offspring in the manner, 
which the doctrine in question atiribuies to him 
without any foreseen difference of character and desert in 
men, before he had brought them into being, he should re- 
gard some with complacency and love, and the rest with 
disapprobation, and hatred, and wrath ; and, without any 
reference to the future use or abuse of their. nature, 
should appoint some to everlasting happiness, and the rest 
to everlasting misery; and that this appoiniment, entirely ar- 
bitrary, for which no reason is to be assigned, but his sov- 
ereign will, should be the cause and not the consequence 
of the holiness of the one, and of the defect of holiness of 
‘the other. A man, who should do what this doctrine at- 
tribuies to God; I will not say toward his own offspring, 
but toward any beings that were dependent on him, and 
whose destiny was at his disposal, would be regarded as a 
monster of malevolence, and cruelty, and caprice. It is 
incredible that the Author of our being should thus have 
formed us with an understanding and moral feelings to lead 
us without fail to condemn the measures and the principle 
of the government of him, who so made us.”’ 

_ As this reasoning, Sir, applies to the ortho- 
dox creed, which teaches, that from ail eternity 
our Creator, of his own sovereign will, predes- 
tinated some of mankind to endless felicity, and 
others to interminable woe, I agree with you en- 
tirely. It seems to me an unanswerable objec- 
tion against that partial doctrine. And it gives 


me no little satisfaction to find the resources, | 
which are at your command, directed to dis-| 


suade christians from a sentiment which is so 
dishonorable to our gracious Creator, and so re- 
pugnant to the best feelings, of which he has 
seen fit to possess his rational creatures. 

But, Sir, my main object, in this letter, is to 
show, that this excellent reasoning of yours 
bears as directly, and as forcibly against your 
own doctrine, a3 it does against Calyinism. 


_It is not necessary for me to show, that you|a precipice, and you further know, that one of 


That, | 


the human family should finally fail of salvation. 
This [ have fully set forth in my former letter. 
But you contend, that the reason why God wills 
that some should not be saved, is their rejecting 
the offers of favor, which are made to them.— 
Although you destroy even this-olfer, in thou- 
sands of instances, by the circumstances of be- 
ing, in which many are found, yet I will suppose 
you really mean, that God will finally exclude 
none from his favor, only such as reject offered 
mercy. 

With a view to set these concerns in as clear 
alight as is convenient, let a few questions and 
answers be put down, just as the doctrines of 
Calvinism and Unitarianisin will justify. 

ist. Concerning Calvinism. Did God know, 
from all eternity, all the actions which his crea- 
tures would perform in time? He did. Did he 
determine that all those actions should be per- 
formed? He did. Did he determine that some 
of the human family should be forever happy in 
the enjoyment of himself? He did. Did he, from 
all eternity, determine that the rest should be 
forever excluded from happiness, and suffer 
never-ending woe? He did. 
| 2d. Concerning Unitarianism. Did God know, 
' from all eternity, all the actions which his crea- 
‘tures would perform in time? He did. Did 
God know that some of the human family would 
reject all the gracious offers of Divine mercy, 
| Which would be made to them? He did. Did 
he know from all eternity, that those, who 
would thus reject his offers ef mercy, would, on 
that account, be forever miserable? He did. 
And was it his determination, that they should 
be thus miserable, for thus rejecting his offers ? 
It was. 

Now, Sir, what is the real difference between 
the Calvinistic God, and the Unitarian God? 
(‘he Unitarian scheme fixes as certainly and as 
‘definitely the endless misery of part of the hu- 


let me quote your words: “A man, who should 
do what this doctrine attributes to God, I will 
/not say towards his own offspring, but towards 


whose destiny was at his disposal, would be re- 
‘garded as a monster of malevolence, and cruelty, 
and caprice.”?, Why would a man who should 
thus do be thus regarded? Answer, becatise in 
so doing he weuld choose to be the author of an 
existence that would prove a curse, and nota 
blessing to the creature. Well, God knew, be- 
fore he made the thousands of mankind who 
will finally reject the offers of salvation and be 
forever miserable, that they would thus abuse 
his grace and suffer such a doom; and yet he 
chose to create them!. How, sir, are you able 
to make it appear, that the calvinistic God 1s any 
more a * monster. of malevolence, and cruelty, 


lieve? Look at this case, as you wish to have 
it viewed, on the scale of human conduct. You 


have two sons, lovely. youth, the very image of 
yourself. You send them to a.certain place, for 
certain purposes. You know, that on the left 
hand of the way, in a particular place, there is 


acknowledge that our Creator wills that some of| your sons will, notwithstanding you warn them 


‘man family, as does that of the Calvinist. Here! soundness of your own system. 


|any beings that were dependent on him, and. 


and caprice,” than is this God, in whom you be- | 


both to avoid it, walk on that side of the way 
and be dashed to pieces. Yet you choose {o 
send them! Do you believe that after you 
should tell your family and neighbours, that you 
knew all that would happen to your unfortunate 
son, before you sent him, that you could satisfy 
them that you were not a ‘monster of malevo- 
lence, and cruelty, and caprice”? 

It is in vain to urge here, that God has given 
the poor wretches, who he knew would disobey 
his warnings, and fall into everlasting misery, a 
power or agency to heed his counsel and avoid 
this destruction; for eyen allowing he did give 
them such agency, he knew that it would be no 
benefit to them. There could, therefore, be no 
favour insuch a gift. 
you had placed a certain indication near the pre- 
cipice, and had told your sons to look out for it, 
and when they should see the signal, to be care- 


ful to bear to the right hand,and avoid danger; - 
yet you knew that this very signal would be the . 


means of attracting your child to the place and 
to his destruction. Could you maintain your 
goodness in placing this fatal means in this situa- 
tion ? 

Though I no more believe in the calvinistic 
scheme, than in that which you vindicate, yet I 
must confess that it has far the best appearance. 
To talk about the offers of divine favour, made 
to those, who the Creator knew before he 
created them, would reject all such offers, has 
the appearance of artifice and hypocrisy, which 
seem designed to hide the deformity of the di- 
vine character. I would not be understood, sir, 
to mean that you would knowingly use deceit ; 
but as you haye faithfully represented the calvi- 
nistic God, you have set me the example, in 
imitating which, the character of the unitarian 
God is brought to view. As you are engaged 
in contending against calvinism, your study is 
not directed to discover the weakness and un- 
But you never 
will be able to satisfy critical and candid ratioci- 
nation that the eternal state of man will be in 
any instance, different from the original and un- 
alterable purposes of the Creator. 

What is the reason that the Unitarians and 
Calvinists, in their arguments against each other, 
do not endeavour to remove the real objections, 


which they urge against each other’s system? 
{f you could shew how it can be that our Crea- 


tor knew, from all eternity, that some of man- 
kind would reject the oflers of grace, and be 
forever miserable, and yet that God was really 
good in bringing them into existence, you would 
be-on such ground, as to this subject, as would 
be acceptable to calvinists; for, in fact, this is 
all the difficulty under which their doctrine la- 
bours. - But while you labour to prove their 
doctrine cruel, they smile at the want of dis- 
cermment in their opponents, for they know that 
the same objection lies against them. 

The whole difficulty is found in the doctrine 
of endless misery ; and while you endeavour to 
defend this doctrine, you will be unable to de- 
fend the moral character of the Creator. Once 
discard this doctrine, which, defended as it may 


‘| be, must, according to your own statement, rep- 


resent God as a “*monsiter of malevolence, and 


To illustrate this, suppose . 


Nw 


x 


_ 
10 
cruelty, and caprice,”* and all difficulty is at an end ; and the 
eloureh will lay off her robes of sorrow and mourning; and 
will eppear “as a bride adorned for her husband.” 
I remain, Rev. Sir, your most humble servant, 
Hosea Baxuov. 


ee 


To Mr. Wautrer Batrovur. 


Sin,—Having for more than thirty years been convinc- 
ed, that the scriptures furnish no evidence, that what is, 
in them, termed Devil and Satan is a fallen angel, and 
having uniformly, in the discharge of the duties of the mi- 
nistry, both publicly and privately, endeavoured to dis- 
suade people from the vulgar superstition respecting this 
gubject: and having also, more than twenty years ago, pub- 
lished my opinion, and accounted for the temptation in the 
garden, and of our Saviour, in the way you have, in your 
Inte publication, as may be seen in my Treatise on Atone- 
ment, you may be assured that it gives me no small satis- 
faction to find so much learning, ability and patience em- 
ployed on this subject, as is found in your 2d Inquiry, 
and employed too with such success. 

Though the tribute be but small, as it is your due, I ten- 
der you my thanks for this service. 

In future ages, it will be a matter of wonder to the curi- 
ous, who shall acquaint themselves with ancient opinions, 
‘that as late as anno 1826, it was necessary to publish a 
book for the express purpose of doing away the supersti- 
tious belief in a personal Devil, who was supposed to be 
a fallen angel, and to whose agency the temptations of men 
were attributed. It will, unquestionably, be one point of 
their inquiry, to ascertain whether the author was one of 
the orthodox clergy of his day; they will find no D. D. at- 
tached to his name. Whether people will, in the times to 
which I allude, know enough about the hypocrisy of our 
times, to determine how it should happen, that the clergy 
generally, in this age, were defenders of such a ridiculous 
superstition, I am in doubt. 

I really pity our clergy, for I most sincerely believe, 
that they would honestly give up the old doctrine, con- 
cerning the Devil, if they were possessed of sufficient cou- 
rage. But several considerations embarrass them. They 
bave so long maintained this doctrine, that they now feel 

med to abandon it. This doctrine too has been of in- 
calculable advantage to the cause in which they have been 
for ages engaged; and they are in real doubt whether there 
is, or can be, a substitute found, which will be as profita- 
dle to them as the Devil has been! Moreover the senti- 
ment is still retained, by many ignorant people, that there 
isa peculiar piety in the fear entertained of this invisible 
agent; and when a minister puts on a long face, such as 
he has learned to put on by the assistance of his theologi- 
eal preceptors,and expresses, in a low, hollow voice, some 
fearful apprehensions of him, there are not a few who 
venerate him for this indication of grace! All these ad- 
vantages, and many more, operate as ponderous weights in 
the balance against the lighter one of simple honesty. How- 
ever, the clergy will yield finally; but not until so many 
ef the populage give up thesuperstition, as to render it 
safe for them. 

There are some, who, with the intention to keep them- 
selves ia countenance, will pretend that the superstitien 
about the Devil is harmless, and therefore it is best not to 
disturb it. Bat candid discernment will see,.that when the 
vulgar notion about the Devil is discarded, the vast king- 
dom which has been assigned him, in the invisible world, 
will have mo existence, and that many other frightful no- 
tions, which have been used as engines of terture, will at 
once disappear. To these considerations we may addthe 
vast advantage it is to every one to know, that the lusts 
of his flesh are the only enemies which he need to resist. 

Your Inqurry also Into the extent of duration ex- 


pressed by the terms Ourm, Aton, and Atonios, must | 


prove of no small advantage to those, who are net familiar 
with the original languages. 

But. what, sir, do you expect from that formidable host 
who build their religion on the fear of future punisl:mest, 
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in the invisible world; and who contend for the licentious- 
ness of a contrary sentiment? Are you willing to enduré 
the holy sneers which await you? The cup of obloquy 
is large, and it will be filled :o running over, which you 
will receive at the hands of the righteous. Be patient, 
therefore, my brother, for you shall reap in due season, if 
you faint not. 

With sentiments of respect and gratitude, Iam, sir, 
your obedient servant, Hosea Baruov. 


Queries suggested by reading Mr. Lapp’s 
Appress to the Peace Sociery, of Mas- 
sacuuseTts, December, 1825. 


At the birth of Jesus Christ, angels sang glory to God 
in the highest, on earth peace, good will toward men. 
Amidst al! the ill-will of men towards each other, and the 
destructive wars on earth, there have been some possessed 
of a spirit of peace and good will towards men, who have 
practiced, preached, and written, with a desire to diffuse 
the same spirit abroad in the world. Within a few years 
past, many societies have been formed in Europe and 
America, for the express purpose of spreading the princi- 
ples of peace. The Massachusetts Peace Society was 
formed about ten yearsago, On the 25th of December, 
the supposed anniversary of our Saviour’s birth, this So- 
ciety have usually had an address delivered by some able 
friend of the cause. 

William Ladd, Esq. delivered the last address, Decem- 
ber 25, 1825. 

I have usually had the privilege of reading these an- 
nual addresses,. with the report of the Society, together 
with the periodical publication of the Society, called the 
*« Friend of Peace.’’ These publications have been very 
entertaining to me, and I think are well calculated to do 
great good to mankind. It is my heart’s desire and prayer 
.o God, that the time predicted by the ancient prophets, 
when the nations shall learn war no more,may soon 
commence. 

But in Mr. Ladd’s excellent address, I met with some 
things which appeared difficult to reconcile with his 
avowed religious principles. 

If I understand Mr. Ladd, he believes that all hearts 
are in the hand of the Lord, that as the rivers of 
waters he turneth them whithersoever he will—that 
God foreordained, or chose to permit whatsoever 
comes to pass—that his counsel stands, and he doth all 
his pleasure. But he understands by the scriptures, that 
the ** Judge’? of men will consign ‘* many of them to 
endless misery and anguish.’? Yet he immediately ex- 
claims, ‘* Oh, most merciful God ! didst thou create im- 
mortal souls to- be, thus trifled with ? Oh, benign Sa- 
viour of the world ! are these thy children, thy professed 
followers, who, for glory, or fer some such fancied and 
as fleeting good, can, not only inflict the greatest tempo- 
ral evils on innecent widows and orphans, and bereaved 


parents ; but can delight and glory in the eternal destruc- | 


tion of their fellow-creatures 2’? Page 26. 

Now my difficulty is, how Mr. Ladd can recon- 
cile his orthodoxy with his compassion for his fellow 
men. It seems as if Mr. Ladd would save his fellow 
men from endless misery, if he could. He seems to con- 
sider that Christians will be guilty, if their brethren go to 
endless misery. For he adds, “* Christians, fold not your 
arms in listless apathy, and think te pass through life 
guiltless of your brother’s blood.” 

‘© What heart is so hard as not to shrink with horror at 
the sight of contending armies, where Christians are set in 
battle array against Christians, agitated by the direful pas- 
sions of hatred and revenge, and plunging, in an hour, 
thousands of immortal souls,—each worth the temporal 
existence of a peopled world,—unprepared, into the awful 
presence of their Judge, and, if we believe the Scriptures, 
consigning many of them to endless misery and anguish.” 
Page 25. 

Why not consign all these ‘* Christians agitated by the 


| direfal passions of hatred and revenge,”’ to endless misery 
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God requires that muliitudes of mankind be “ von 


i 
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and anguish? ‘Thé orthodox suppoce that th y of 
ned 
to endless destruction.’’? They suppose that the greatest 
good of the church of God requires the endlews sin and 
misery of a large portion of the human family. Of courre, 
if this were trae, the most mereiful God would “ create 
immortal souls to be thus trifled with.” » aa 
And if the * benign Saviour does not delight and glory 
in the eternal destruction?’ of mankind, will he not 
rendered unhappy, in some measure at least, if any of 


them are consigned to endless misery * Does the  mer- , 


ciful God’? leave the ‘* immortal souls’? which he has 
created, to the ‘ listless apathy of Christians 7? Do 
the ‘* merciful God,”’ and the ‘* benign Saviour’’ desire 
the eternal salvation of mankind, and then leave them to 
the Christian’s direful passions of hatred and revenge, to 
plunge thousands of immortal souls, in an hour, into end- 
less misery and anguish? Where is the arm of the 
«*mereiful God and the benign Saviour,’’ which is not 
stretched out to save the immortal souls which he has cre- 
ated? Can men, can Christians, do something which 
God and his Son cannot do, to save immortal souls? If. 
so, then the good will and power of men is more to be de- 
pended on than the good will and power of God. 

If it be said that God has made creatures capable of 
choice arid action, and left them to themselves, to obey 
and live; or to sin and die ; and’ declared that he has no 
pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that they obey 
and live : now God is clear,.and man is to blame, if he is 
miserable : I answer, then it is uncertain whether any of 
mankind will be saved ; all may be endlessly miserable ; 
and the ‘* merciful God and the benign Saviour,’? may 
lose all their labor in creating and redeeming the ‘* immor- 
tal souls,’? which God has made. _« 

If it be said, true ; God has left mankind to themselves, 
and it depends on them, whether they are saved or not ;. 
God has done enough for all to besayed, and he will do 
no more ~ He will make no one willing to be saved, who 
is unwilling. I answer, then it is useless to pray to God 
to turn his sinful creatures from the eyil of their ways, 
but men should be the objects to whom we should direct 
our prayers, that they would be reconciled to God, and so 
save their ‘‘ immortal souls’? from ‘* endless misery.’” 
All that we need pray God for, is, to give the means of 
salvation ; we cannot pray that he would succeed the 
means, because that would be praying him to overcome 
man, and make him willing to be saved. Now if God 
can make sinners willing to forsake their sins and be 
saved, how can any of mankind be endlessly miserable, 
if he is possessed of as much goodwill as Mr. Ladd, and: 
Christicns who comply with his exhortation: ‘‘ fold not 
your arms in listless apathy,.and think to pass through life 
guiltless of your bretier’s blood ” 


SEEK TRUTH. 


From the New England Galaxy. 
THE UNITARIAN MISSION. 


The proiect lately started in Boston to raise funds for” 
the support of a Unitarian. Mission in Benga}, is not the’ 
least wonderful event that has transpired in this wonder- 
ful age. We confess our ignorance of any facts so new’ 
and powerful as to produce the singular revolution that’ 


appears to have taken place in the views of some of the 


prominent and leading Unitarians. It is but-a short time 
since foreign Missions in general ‘were standing topics of 
reproachful ridicule, as well as of serious and determined 
opposition. It was said that the attempt to convert the. 
Hindoos to Christianity was an unwarrantable interference 
with the laws and religion of an indépendent nation ; that» 


all the exertions of Missionaries to that end were ineffec-- 


tual, except in the conversion of a few of the lowest or- 
ders of the people—and that the money expended in the 
support of such missionaries was drawn in many instances 
from the pockets of those whose scanty resources could 
not justly authorise such an appropriation. These are 


only three among a great number of objections that baye, 


‘Je 
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been raed against the Bosciosay : eure af ake pathodes 
party, and enforced with great zeal and eloquence by the 
» Unitarians. All attempts to make proselytes have been 
dénounced by liberal Christians, as inconsistent with their 
interpretations of scripture, and at variance with the still 
small voice of the Gospel, which would in God’s ewn 
time, be heard in all regions, without the aid of the brazen 
trumpet of orthodoxy. But now, ‘‘ on a sudden, open fly 
with impetuous recoil and jarring sound,”’ the doors of the 
Unitarian sanctuary, and forth cometh an army of knights, 
willing ‘* to spend and be spent” in the support of a mis- 
sion at Bengal, and lamenting that departed youthfulness is 
an insuperable bar to their personal exertions in Hindos- 
MA? VF If) Pt 
“By what means or by what instruments this crusade 
against the unoffending Hindoos is to be carried on, we 
are not distinetly informed. — Its ultimate measure of suc- 
cess may be anticipated by a reference to the past. It is 
nearly a thousand years, we believe, since the efforts of 
Christians to disseminate their good principles and their 
sinful practices in India were first made ; and to what 
have they amounted ? “According to the most authentic 
testimony, a few of the most ignorant or'the most de- 
raved of the natives, the outcasts from their tribes, have 
been induced or compelled to acknowledge themselves as 
Christians. They have sought, under the banners of 
Christianity, a refuge from the contempt and abhorrence, 
a shelter from the indignation, of their countrymen. Will 
the sending of Unitarian missionaries among these people 
accomplish that which other sects of much greater zeal 
and perseverance have failed to accomplish? ‘Will the 
efforts of a handful of men, (for the Unitarians, when 
~ compared with that of the Roman Catholics, the Ortho- 
dox, or the Episcopalians, is but as the dust of the ba- 
lance,) overcome the mountains of prejudice— if it be fair 
to call by so harsh a name a natural affection for the civil 
and religious institutions of one’s native country, venerated 
for their antiquity, and hallowed by the reverence of ‘mil- 
lions of men through a long series of ages—will the ef- 
forts, of the Unitarians, we say, overturn the time-hallow- 
ed rites of the Hindoo religion, and introduce a new faith, 
new customs, new modes of living, and new principles 
of government, in a land where missionary zeal and mis- 
sionary faith have been putting forth their energies in vain 
for nearly a thousand years? Let those believe it who 
can 3; we are incredulous. a 
What motives have the Unitarians to establisha mission 
in India? The necessity of the conversion of Hindoos to 
Christianity, even admitting it to be practicable, cannot 
be urged as a motive for the attempt, with the Unitarians, 
for they do not pretend that such a conversion is required 
to ensure the future happiness of these people. Those 
Christians denominated Orthodox, do believe, or profess 
to believe, that faith in certain propositions is necessary 
to salvation. Ifa sect believes that its creed is the only 
true one --that the knowledge of the Christian and Jewish 
scriptures is indispensable to a state of happiness—that a 
belief in the doctrines of the Trinity, the divinity of Jesus 
Christ, the atonement, original sin, and total depravity, is 
the only way to escape.an eternity of the most inconceiv- 
able torments —the members of that sect will, of course, 
if they are honest men, afford no sleep to their eyes nor 
slumber to their eyelids, till they have accomplished the 
regeneration of the whole human race. But Unitarians 
have no snch motive. It is a distinguishing article in 
their creed, -and we believe the only point on which 
there is no difference of opinion,—that no creed is neces- 
sary to salvation. Itis of no consequence what a man 
believes if he acts from good motives and according to the 
knowledge he possesses ; men are to be judged hereafter, 
by a law which they knew and disregarded, and not by a 
law which they had not known. Perhaps there is not a 
Unitarian preacher in the uation, except some very very 
young ones, that has not made sermon after sermon, and 
homily upon homily, to prove that the Gentiles who had | 
mot the law were a law unto themselves. Why then | 


should they carry toa people who have the law of God | 


wnbristed on their eareh another eo with Siaetties and 
sanctions, involving deeper and more awful responsibili- 
ties in relation to a future state, and which it is not pre- 
tended will add to present happiness. 

Far be it from us to say that the present project is not 
the result of pure and honorable motives ; the characters 
of some of those who are foremost to promote it, forbid 
a supposition to the contrary. For some of them, **I dare 
be sworn they think they arehonest.’? But preachers tell 
us that the heart is deceitful above all things ; and in re- 
turn for the many pious sermons we have had from them, 
we will offer them a gratuitows exhortation in return. 
Let them then be advised to examine their hearts, and see 
if their zeal to establish a mission in India does not grow 
out of a latent desire to make proselytes to their peculiar 
tenets—whether it is not the product ‘of an ambition alto- 
gether inconsistent with the avowed principles of Unita- 
rianism, or ‘* liberal Christianity’’—whether it is not the 
effervescence of a belligerent spirlt, that has hitherto been 
suppressed by a consciousness of weakness, and now 
gains courage and boldness from advanced age and the 
hope rather than the prospect of overcoming its adversary. 
Liberal Christians have hitherto acted chiefly on the de- 
fensive, and frequent and doleful have been their com- 
plaints that their Orthodox adversaries kept up an offen- 
sive warfare as unprofitable as it was unjust. Look to it, 
brethren, and see that ye be not throwing down the gaunt- 
let, and challenging your old opponents to takeit up. If 
you will fight the good fight of faith, why not do it at 
home ? Why should ye remove your baitle-field from 
New England and make the plains of Hindostan an arena 
for religious gladiators ? Is there no prize for which ye 
can contend, but the soul of a poor Indian? And why 
should ye contend for that, seeing that it is safe from per- 
dition, according to your belief, whether it be converted 
to Christianity or not ? It will be in season to support 
missionaries in India when you can find in your own na- 
tive land no poverty to be relieved, no ignorance to be 
instructed, no idleness to be awakened to effort, no vicious 
children to be reformed and saved from penitentiaries and 
prisons, no drunken parents to be snatched from the burn- 
ing lake, and restored to their children and society, no hy- 
pocrisy to be unveiled, no evil passions and propensities 
to be subdued, If there be any virtue, any sincerity in 
your professions, think upon these things. 


“Is Saul also among the Prophets?” 


We learn by the Christian Register that our Unitarian 
Clergymen are about to “raise funds by subscription, in 
aid of a perpetual mission to India’? !! Yes—the very 
party which have been preaching for years against the pro- 
selyting spirit of their orthodox brethren, have solemnly 
resolved to saddle their Rosinantes, and, attended by their 
sturdy Sanchoes, undertake to overturn the civil and reli- 
ligious institutions of the Hindoos, and expel the orthodox 
missionaries. It seems that several meetings have been 
held for the purpose of organizing the expedition, and that, 
at a late meeting held in the Pantheon, the Unitarian steam 
was raised so high that a very worthy gentleman, some- 
what declined in the vale of years, declared, that ‘*if he 
was under thirty, knowing what he now knows, he would 
not hesitate to embark in the enterprise and give his days 
to the promotion of religion in India.’”? Now we think 
with all proper deference to the opinions of the respectable 
clergymen and laymen pint according to the Register, 
addressed the meeting at the Pantheon, that they would be 
better employed in promoting Christianity nearer home. 
There is not ¢0 much of that commodity in this country 
that it can yet be made an article of export. The largest 
holders have not a stock sufficient to enter into tirade, 
without great danger of incurring bankruptey. It is not 
many weeks since we attended, (as an amateur merely 
and by special invitation from a friend,) a meeting at the 
| Pantheon, of delegates from the Unitarian churches in this 
reity. At this meeting it was said by many, and admitted 
(on all hands, that the Unitarian clergy were cold and life- 
less—their pulpit exercises, when compared with those 
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ei other sects, were anihtereding = tin 9, init their ser- 
mons ineffectual, because addressed to the understanding— 
(a sorry compliment to hearers !)—and that no pains were 
taken to spread their tenets or to make proselytes. If we 
remember rightly, it was stated that a great many persons 
in the country, who were connected with the orthodox 
churches, would be Unitarians if they could find out what 
the Unitarian faith was; but no means were used to inform 
them—no measures were taken to enlighten them—no 
tracts were distributed among them—in short that Unita- 
rianism was left to take care of itself. One gentleman de- 
livered a very beautiful allegory in which Unitarianism was 
presented under the similitude of a tree, bearing rich and 
beautiful fruit, “‘ which might be found in great abundance 

at the office of Mr. Reed in Congress street,” (these are 

his very words.) Has there since been such a distribution. 
of the leaves and fruit of this tree through the country, 
that the nation is healed of its blindness, and the clergy 
warmed into life and energy? If so, then the expedition 

to Hindostan may be wisely undertaken.— Ibid. 


CONVERSION OF THE JEWS. 


The conversion of the Jews, is a subject of much inter- 
est at the present time. A few individuals have professed 
conversion to the orthodoxy of the day, and have been 
immediately employed to raise funds, which, in conjunc- 
tion with other means, were appropriated to the christian. 
instruction of that people. Popular feeling was raised to 
the highest tone, and the warmest expectations were en- 
tertained of the speedy gathering of the sons of Israel to 
the fold of the christian shepherd. —Scarcely any thing has 
yet been effected in this way, but disappointment. Some 
of these converts, disgusted with the means and measures 
employed by the society ‘ for meliorating the condition of | 
the Jews,’’ have abandoned it, as unworthy the co-oper'a- 
tion of an honest man. Others still adhere to the maxims 
of the mendicant system, but no advances are made in the 
conversion of the sons of Israel. Ni otwithstanding these 
discouragements—not a Jew avows the reception of the 
orthodox religion, but his hopeful conversion is trumpeted. 
from America to Europe, and from Europe to Palesiine. 

But is it generally known, that many Jews profess chris- 
tianity, who have not united with any orthodox church 2 
No : and yet it is believed there are more Jews belonging 
to a single congregation of Universalists in Philadelphia, 
than can be found in all the Trinitarian and limitarian con- 
gregations under heayen, 

Our orthodox brethren have been for some time inde-* 
fatigable in their attempts to convert the Jews to chric.: 
tianity ; Immense sums have been obtained and expended f 
societies have been formed—-tracts circulated, and a mis~. 
sion sustained evemin Palestine—ail to nopurpo-c, A} 
very few individuals have been induced to profess the 
doctrine. Retrace, if you please, the pages of ecclesiastical 
history, and you will perceive that as the doctrines noy- 
considered orthodox advanced, the Jews receded from the 
church, so that for many ages the conversion of a Jey 
was a very rare occurrence. 

This fact shows, that it is the exceptionable doctrines of 
the church, which prevent any means from being effec 
tual ; while at the same time, it exonerates thein from the 
imputation of stubbornness. And this is the mere obvious, 
from the further fact, that those already alluded to, who 
make the christian profession in the congregation named, 
have not been courted, and caressec’, and teased to profess 
christianity. On the contrary, it was the simplicity of the 
gospel—divested of the incomprehensible absurdities o 
the trinity—a vicarious atonement, and the unfeeling and 
barbarous doctrines of reprobation and endless misery. 
which won their -attention, satisfied the inquiring mind, 
inspired the strong coavictions of undoubting faith, and 
blessed them with the hope of joys to come.— Herald of 
Salvation. 
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We learn that the Legislature of New Hampshire has 
indefinitely postponed tle consideration of the resolve of- 
fered by Mr, Evans of Portsmouth, Bee No. 1, of this vol. 
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The Prineiples and Practice of Penance; its { 


Extravagance and ill Tendency. 


1 intend in this paper to say something of pe-| 
nance, which always keeps pace with ignorance 
and error; it is lost where knowledge abounds, | 


and triumphs in darkness; but more or less, ac-| 


cording to the leat or temperature of the cli-| 
mate, and of the constitutions of men. In Spain| 
and Italy, where the power of the sun and of| 
the priests, and ignorance, prevails so abundant- 
ly, godly savageness of all kinds prevails in pro- 
portion: in other countries, where the air and 
people’s tempers are cooler, zeal is cooler; and 
where there isa toleration of common sense, 
very cool. Eastward, in proportion’ to the in- 
crease of heat and ignorance, holy austerities 
increase; and Turks, Christians, and Pagans, 
are rivals in the rigours of penance. 

Smith, in his account of the Greek church, 
talking of their strict observation both of the 
oe and weekly fasts, says, ‘* They retain 
them most religiously, and think ita grievous sin 
herein to transgress the laws of the church, in 
the least; partly, out ofa principle of conscience, 
and partly, through long custom and practice, 
which make the greatest hardships and severi- 

ties of life tolerable and easy. They have 
gained a perfect mastery over their appetites ; 
and are so far from complaining of the tedious- 
ness and rigour of their fasts, that they will not 
hear of any abatement and relaxation, but would 
be rather apt to retain strong jealousies and ap-| 
prehensions, that their whole religion would rad, 
in danger, if there were the least indulgence 
“permitted in so necessary a part of it. Some | 
are so strangely devout, or rather superstitious, 
that they will not touch any thing that is for- 
bidden; so that if by chance a drop of wine or 
oil should fall upon their bread, or any of their 
lawful food, they think them polluted and pro- 
faned, and accordingly throw them away; and 
had rather (out of obstinacy and desperateness) 
perish through hunger or sickness, than be guil- 
ty of so grievous a sin, as they esteemit. The 
women submit yery readily to these rigours ; 
and boys of six or seven years of age endure as 
much as they are able.” 

The Christians of Armenia are at least as ri- 
gid. Monsieur Tavernier says, “ Their auste- 
rities are such, that many of their bishops never! 
eat flesh or fish above four times a year; and 
when they come to be archbishops, they only | 
live upon pulse. Six months and three days in) 
_a year they keep Lent or particular fasts ; and, 
during that time, both ecclesiastics and laics live | 
only. upon bread, and some few herbs which! 
grow in their gardens, The superstition of one \ 
Zulpha, an Armenian, was so great that he made | 
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The Turks are not less barba 


bodies in their religious severities than are the 
Greeks and Armenians. Many of them would 
suffer swooning and death, rather than break 
their appointed fasts. But the Indian Pagans 
far exceed them all in this sort of wnerit. ‘The 
life of many of the Bramins is a perpetual life 
of misery by choice, of various and exquisite 
misery. ‘l’o go.stark naked under a scorching 
sun, stung and devoured by vermin, which re- 
ligion forbids them to destroy ; to live in con- 
stant abstinence from all pleasures, and from re- 
freshments above once in some days, and some- 
times many days; to sit in the same painful pos- 
ture upon their folded legs for years together, 
or to stand upon one leg, or to lean upon the 
trunk ofa tree, with their arms exalted unna- 
rally over their heads, never to be let down; 
and to continue in these tormenting situations 
as long as they shall live: to mortify every ap- 
petite; to maintain an eternal fight against na- 
tire and sensation; to court distress; to invite 
pain; to study torture; to hang by the hair up-: 
on a tree, or tied by a sharp rope across the 

middle ; to renounce all speech and cleanliness 

for ever; to ward off sleep by cruelty and a 

rack, and never to shut their eyes till they are 

shut eternally : these are some of the voluntary 

penances which many of the oriental Pagan 

doctors inflict upon themselves. ‘They are al- 

most as barbarous to their penitents, whom they 

torture and starve by way of religious discipline. 

Some they hang by the flesh upon iron hooks, 

till the weight of their bodies and the sharpness 

of the iron tear the hold, and the miserable pe- 

nitents tumble down. 

And all this not as an atonement for sin, ‘but 
to acquire a stock of merit, and to humour the 
deity. They are thus religious and distracted 
through ambition to be as great hereafter, as 
they are wretched and ridiculous here: and 
{agreeably to their notions of transmigration) 
to return into the world again Rajahs and Om- 
rahs, that is great lords and princes. It is all 
selfishness, but selfishness turned by superstition 
against nature. Hence we see a reason for the 
haughtiness of mortified men, and why enthu- 
siasts and bigots are the proudest of all men. 
They have more conceit of their merit, zad 
more aspiring views. What is so subiime as to 
be the special favourites of heaven? and who 
can equal them? 

Now what is the use ofall these, or any of 
these severities called penances? By what pre- 
cept of God, or of nature, are they commanded ? 
That they disorder and afflict the body and spi-} 
ritis most certain: that they can do good to 
either, has not the face of probability. ‘To say, 
that they please God, is to say, that God takes 


to their own| 


his horse fast with him, allowing him little pro- | pleasure in human miseries and pain. To say 
vender or drink for a whole week together. that they dispose the soul to serve him, is as ab- 
‘Phe poor labouring people feed only upon pulse| curd: they fill,the mind with gloominess and 
boiled with salt. During their Lent they are) chimeras; and it is a shocking character of the 
not permitted, no more thun others, to eat but-! almighty. to suppose Him served by infatuation 
ter or oil; nay, though they lay dying, it is not! and madness —Independent Whi 

lawful fer them to eat flesh upon fast days.” = P é: 

With ail these religions sufferings, the Greeks | : == 
and Armenians have very little religion amongst | MARRIED, 
them, but devout fcoleries, superstition, and! I, Charlestown, by Rev. C. Gardner, Mr. Seth Stevens 
pious forgeries in abundance. ‘They are a de-|to Miss Charlotre Mendell. 
benched, base, and licentious people without pu-| In this city, by Rev. Mr. Sharp, Mr. Ira Johnson to 
rity and virtue ; as excessive in their depravi- | MissSarah Stone, : 
jog and intemperance, as in their penance, which} 


ynly annoys nature, without mending the heart. DIED, 1759, and continued sedulow ngaged in his profession + 
On the contrary it is an incitement to sin, as it In this city, John Appleton, jr. aged 19. _ | until 1774, when his reputation for talents, independence, 
‘~wndatiion tar annie & ‘aitala Vi illiam W. njami 7 . 
is 2 ~ fon ‘ , po 7 a i aeean to{* roe ta beers? Big PE re sien phe and Roman energy, caused the public to demand his ser- 
tmighty God for breaking his Inws. A balsam} tidy > 6 RAL : is "| vices : j i is bi 
\ ane ies 4 . ae ‘ ra 4 4 - : 7 her Heh P| In New-¥ ork, Mr. James Kirby, the celebrated panto- Mb ing ; and — that period his history has been blended 
Baring baat fh Baee' SPB cidet 9 commit it; and} pic clown, formerly of thé Theatre Roya}, Drury Lane, | with that of his country, and is known in some measure 
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+ London, ard late of the Circus, N. York. 


. VOR THR MA: “se. 
ORTHODOX INCONSISTENCY. 


A writer in the Christian Mirror undertakes 
to show that let sinners take what ground they 
will as to inability to regenerate themselves, 
they are infinitely criminal, and deserving of tbe 
lowest hell, for every moment's continuance 
without a new heart.” = 

Suppose we reckon only a thousand moments 
to one minute, according to the above statement, 
the sinner deserves the “ lowest hell” to be 
multiplied to the number of 1,440,000 for re- 
maining in an unregenerate state one day! If 
some person, who has the ability to do it, would 
inform us how many “ lowest hells” a sinner, 
who is 70 years old deserves, it possibly might 
give an old sinner some occasion to be thought- 
ful. And, if it be convenient, it would be de- 
sirable to know how so many lowest hells can 
possibly be endured, for all which is justly de- 
served must be inflicted. H. B. 
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HYMN FOR THE FOURTH OF JULY. 


Aris, and hail the Jusruer, 

The day that set our nation free; 

In songs his honor chant, who gave 
Counsel and victory to the brave. 

That haughty power, which dared invade 
Our Independence, God has made 
Submissive to our rights; while we 
Maintain our laws and liberty. / 


He who crush’d proud Pharaoh’s band, 
‘Again has triumph’d in our land; 

The arm which did the sea divide, 
Restrain’d for us a tyrant’s pride. é, 
Let joy, throughout our land, inspire } 
Each manly heart with holy fire: 

And freedom’s song, by Miriam sung, 

Be heard from every female tongue. ¢ 


Ye daughters fair, fresh garlands weave, 
With chaplets strew the warrior’s grave; 
So’from the mould’ ring sod shall rise 
Fame’s sweetest incense to the skies. _ 


Fifty bright summer-suns have smiled, 
And fifty harvest moons beguiled 
Childhood and youth, since vernal showers 
First moisten’d freedom’s lovely flowers. 


Across the sea, to other climes, 

Thy fame, America, extends; 

And soon may Greece thy triumphs share 
And freedor’s brightest laurels wear. 


Peru’s bold sons have heard thy fame, 
And Mexico has caught the flame; 
From north to south the land is free, 


And man enjoys a JuBILEE, — H. B. 


JOHN ADAMS IS NO MORE! 
He departed this life on Tuesday afternoon the 4th 


inst. The angel of death seems to have been walking 
with him for some months, but was not permitted by Om- 
nipotence to call him away, until the Jubilee of American 
Liberty had fuily come, and not then, until his sou) had 
been cheered with the loud acclamations of a joyous peo- 
ple for the blessings of the day. The trumpe: had sounded 
through the land—the morning honors had been paid the 


nooutide was past, and with the descending sun the good 


old patriarch departed. He was born the 19th of October, 
1735, graduated 1755, commenced the practice of the law 


{to all. Boston Gazette. : : 4 


